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General Situation of Commumist Party of Peru (PCE) 


1. The PCP began the nonth of July 1943 with its meager strenpth further weakened 
by a division into tuo opposing ecanps: the recognized PCP and the group 
recently expelled from the Party by the Party Control Commission, centering 
around Juan P. Luna Selazar and his associates. During July, thore was an 
important trial of strength between the two groups, neither of which scored 
& decisive victory, and neither of which showed signs of abandoning its position. 
The enerey of both croups, therefore, wis largely devoted to an inter-proup 
struggle, thus virtually renoving the Party from the national and international 
scene as a political force. é 


2. In the course of this struggle, several facts concerning Party affairs were 
brought to light. For exe-nle, the extent to uhich the Prado Goverunen’s 
supported and subsidized Corrunist leaders for its owm purposes was revealed, 
it is also noted that the Party admits that it has been unable to recover even 
cus third of the position whieh it once held within organized labor, A pieture 
of financial and orpanizational chaos was brought out during the discussions of 
the VII Plenary Session of the Central Comnittec. 


3. Although on 5 July Lima was placed under State of Siege, the ter-a of which 
forbade political meetings of any sort, the VII Plenary Session of the Central 
Committee held its meetings at Party headquarters from 30 J:ne through 13 July, 
without at eny time being disturbed by the authorities. 


JaL Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the PCP 


4, The VIT Plenary Session of the Central Cormittee of the Communist Party of Peru 
was inangurated on 30 June 1948 at 9 p.m. at POP headquarters, Colmena 669, Lima. 


3. Speaches were made at the ineugural session by Jorge del Prado, Secretary 
General of the POP, and Manucl. Uparte seldana, member of the Departmental 
Goumittes of Junin, underlining the importance of the forthcoming plenary 

_ segsion changed with doing preliminery work for the III National Congress of 
the Party scheduled for 22 August 1948. 


6. Tho VII Plenary Session held ite first meoting the morning of 1 July end 
elected its "Preesidiun" fodwfollows, to preside over the session of thd 25 
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menbers of the Central Sonmittbees 


dorpe del Prado (Lima) 

Serio Caller (Deputy for Cuzeo) 

Jose Macedo Men‘ozn (Deourty for Sarabaya) 
Manuel Uparte Saldana (Huancayo) 
Abelardo Gabrejes lamos (La Herea:) 
Aupuste Chavez Bedoya (Arequipa) 

Eliceo Garcia (‘irwy) 


The follovinre Gon-sttee members vere also present at this -eebings 


Diego Farias (Lira) 

Alfredo Matthews (jima) 

Edmundo Carranza (Lina) 

Alipio Orbagose (Linn) 

Carlos Carcasp (Tina) 

Juan Lopez (Lina) 

Garlos Arbulu Miranda (Chiclayo) 
Jose Marcos (Ling) 

teofilo Sosa (Lins) 


Absent members of the Central Cormittee Weres 


dJorre Acosta 

Juan Barrio 

Glawtio Paytampona 
Onar Z4ilbert 

Gesar Calderon 
Abelardo Salazar 
Gerlos Guadalupe 
Simon Herrera, Farfan 
Gelia Flores 


Of the "snolentes" or alternate neers af the tentral Sommittee, only Unilia 
Sasas attended the sessions. With the single mcention of Sarlos Arbulnu 
Miranda, no representatives from the north of Peru vere present, 


An innediate antaronisn appeare? to develop between the Lina nonhers ane’. thos 
conine from outside the canital, Manuel Usarte Saldana led the Inter croup 
and onene’ his attac’: by nointineg out thet in bina, the nerve center of the 
Gountry, where 2bove all there should be orpanisction and a hitch sense of 
responsibility, things vere in a conmiote state of denoralization: the cells 
Cid no works; these few individuals who did meet lacke’ their "earnets" and 
seldom paid their dues; and many attende- meotinrs only when they had some labor 
conplaint for which they wished the backing of tho Party. 


Regarding orranization, Ugarte stated that he thought comrade Farias, National 
Secretary for Oreanization, ought to be severely censured, for toere were 
frequent crises in whieh members hat come to Linn from outside the canital and | 
been uahle to see the National Hecretary, either beeause he wea out of toun 
or sivply not at vor’, 


Rorardine wress andl propagada matters, Ugarte stated thas Alfrode i attheus, 
Secretary of Pross and Proparanda, vwas"an intellectual, nothing nore," and that 
the neplirent way in whieh he was e.rrying out his duties wes causing the Party 
great, harm and prejudice. That the Party newspaper Lobor had been allowed to 
lapse and not appear for several weeks, said Urarte, cased enerios of the Party 
to point out with some reason that the Party vas "en viena deeadencia® , 
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With reference to the ined‘ents that ied to the exvilsion of the Luna rroup, 
Uparte strted that the vhole nattor Should have been studied more esrefully and 
the proper propapanda Line prepared. This vould have ~ut a ston to strect 
fossip nov circulating to the effect that the whole affair us merely a 
nersonal matter and a question of jealousy and the conflicting ambitions of 
one froun against another, rvther than a baste conflict o° “octrine, 


Qn the labor front, Ugarte stated that it vas clear that all effort had been 
abendoned. Ne made the statement that the Party had not yet been able to 
recover even one third of tho positions of control that the- once held in labor 
wniitons, even ta'rins advantige of the strong anti-l\nrista attitude recently 
assumed by the Government. On the contrary, he pointed ous, the Bus Drivers! 
Union, under Luna as Secretary of Organization, had succeeded in beine heard by 
the Covermment, and the drivers? salaries stood @ good chance of being raised, 
iyven the reactionary vress, such as La Prensa, ovens its colurns to Lunmits 
renorts and clains, heeause of the fact that within the union ther? is orran= 
ization wd there are fighting elements, he said, who are umli‘e some menbers 
of the present Central Comuttee, 


Jith reference to the nolitical Line ef the Party, the vrovincial froup 
accused del Prado, Juan Jorrio, Farias, and Gareda of formerly havin: acte? 
openly in favor of the Prado Government. In this connection an "anonymous 
letter, obviously drafted by Luna, was received in the midst of the sessions. 
The lether sup-ested that Ugarte ask certain members of the Central Comittee 
who ~aid for del Perdo's frequent trips to Arequipa during the lanuel Prado 
alrinistration and that del Prade he sqivirely faced with the fact that he had 
receive! suns of money fron the exePresivent for this pummese . 


The accused members of the Sentral Comittee ansvered these attae’s by admitting 
that they had collaborate? with Prada. They argued, horever, that the collabore 
ation was only "in part” and that, furthermore, it was the Prado Covernnent 

that had finally recopnized the Communist Party as a leral nolitical entity, 
thus enabling them to place four Communist deputies in Conrress, “urthernore, 
they reniie” that the Party line "as ladd down by Lenin and Stalin permitted 
collaboration with amy Governrent that would aid the Communist Party and 

defend it fron the attacks of "the fascists, the reactionaries » and the 
inperialists", 


After much fruitless discussion on the above point, it vas apreed that the 

III ational Congress should be charged with judging the acts of the vresent 
Central Committee and that the matter should be presented to the Congress in 
detail. It was agreed, however, that all Party officers should te "on duty? 

at all time, an? that absence fran one's post, particularly at this tine, vould 
be heevily censured. 


At the request of Communist Deputy Sergio Caller, the attitude of the four 
Gorrumist deputies tovard the Sessions of Congress was aveitted to the VII Plenary 
Session, and fully approved. <A statenent was issued, dated 3 J-ly, on the 
President's speech and printed in Labor for 5 July. 


On Monday, 5 July, Abelarde Salazar arrived in Lima from Cuzeo and attended the 
ronainder of the sessions of the Gentral Committee, Salazar, ox-Seerctary of 
the Denartnental Committee of Cugeo and now editor of the Communist Party 
organ in that elby, cenorte? that the atmosohere in Guzee was very tense end 
that he expected trouble shortly, 


Heve of the outbreals of the Llosa revolution vas pa seived in Lina the same da: 
2 


aad the VII Plenary Session mised by Salagzar, deme Aatels A-eifed that the 
LY & & * v 
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Party line shovld be full sunnort of the Gevernnont, alagar telephone? that 
nirht to Rosas Ramos in Jugeo to convey the Vine and to rive instructions 
that all vossible aid an! assistance should be riven the ovthoritics in ease 
trouble sinilar to Puno and Juliaca were to brea’s out in Cuzco. The Sentral 
Gormittee issue) a nolicy statement to this effect on 5 July which was 
oresented and distributed in leaflet form. 


Resuning their dise:ssions, the VIT Plenary Session of the Sentral Gorritsee 
next tools up the finances and admiristration of the Party neu-naper, Labor. 

On this point Josa Receio, the administrator of Labor, ovemared an’ “istritniited 
to the nembers « balance sheet of the vaper as of 1 January 1948 to illustrate 
his difficulties. He pointed out that i? all the Departmental Comzittees vere 
to pay their debts to Labor, it would have no trouble apnearing rerularly. 
Startine with only a few soles cash on hand in Jamuary, said Reeeio, he had been 
obliped to run directly into debt. Part of the feficit he had recovere® fron 
sales of the paper, bith most of it was still outstandine as debts, owed to lin 
in turn by the Departmental Committees, and obliging hin to borrow further or 
cease publication. Pointing out thas an e@ition of four thousaml! copies cost 
seven hundred soles to print, Reeeio surrested that tue Party nerbers be sent 
wo the north and? south to eollect these back ebts and to ret additional funds 
fron the provinces to ensure the repular appearance of the naper. The Sentral 
Cormittee agreed, and Receio was insteneted to leave for the south during the 
first week im lupust for this purnese . 


Turning toe straicht Party Finances, onart from Lebor, the Sormittes exanined 

the Party bools and apain foun’ that the Dpartnentel Jemittoes ove? substantial 
debts to the Party. For exarnle, it vas pointe? out thet the Jonartrental 
Committee for Juzce, which vride’ itself on beinr the nucerieal center of 
Communist strenrth in Perv, was not only in debs to Labor for five hundre? soles 
but also to the Hational Cormission for Zeonony for "earnets" and "estanpilias® 
to the extent of twelve Imdred soles, Abelardo Salozar answered those Picures 
by pointing out that the fault ley with the vrovinelal cormittees 3 Wiich In 
tara owed these sume to the Cusco Devartmental Sormitéee, and he agreed that 
snerpetic measures showld be ta'ten to ecorvees this serious situntion. It vas 
found that the provinces now ove four thousand soles in all, and it ws Jeternined 
to take imetiate steps to reetify mutters. 


At the elose of the sessions there uas sharp discussion concerning a notion of 
Lanvel Ugarte that the Central Comittee of the Cormumist Party shold ba note 

un in the future entirely of "obrerostt (vorers) ond that the Stetut "es of the 
Party shold be amended to that effect } thus vreventing the majority of the | 
nrasent Central Committee fron succeeding thenselves. Strong onvosition came from 
the Conmimist deputies and other ineumhent merhers of the Gentral Sonrmittee, 

who arrued that both "intellectuals" and "ebreres™ shoul? sit on the Comittee, 
The motion uas not carvled, but nostooned for final Jocision by the IXT 

National Conrress, 


The VII Plenary Session terminated on 13 duly with the aporoval of a series of 
conclusions and resolutions, ineludinre three decisions of sone imnortance: 


a. It ws determined thot the IIT tational Gonpress should be held in Lina, 
rather than Cuzco, as oripinally plamed, on 22 Aurust 19433 


b. Uenbership on the Central Committee was retuce? to 1°, rather than 25 
nenbers, as at present, vending the annproval of the IT National Gonpresss and 
Ge ‘the Political Cor-isston of the Party uas nodified to ineliwe only the 
following 9 nembers to serve until the TIT Ustionsl Jonrress: 
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Jorge del Prado / EN ry A\ 
Gliceo Carcia ’ id 
Diego Farias 

duan Lopez 

Jose Larcos 

Serrioc Taller 

Jose Macedo i encoza 

Alfredo Mattheys 

Sarlos irbulu 7 iranda 


fhus, Sarlos Carcano and ilipio Orberfoso were Cronped from the Toliti~ | 
eal Gorrmiission for their collaboration with Jnan P. ima. 


it the berinning cf the month, the four Communist denuties toot the sosition  - 

that they vould attend the session of Senpress, which they hone? world meet 

in reruler session for 1948, and the four formed part of the rroup that arreed 

to nect for the prenaratery sessions on 15 July. 

Gustave Gorriti, Corrumist Denrty for Gamana, informe? the Tolit ical Jor iss 

of the PGP on the evening of 20 July that a groun of the Infonendent ce uties 
rs 


lerislative session of 194%, ant to present a slate of candidates for the 
Governing Noord. 


Gorritti added that every vobe wos invortant and that it was essential thet 

Juan Jacinte Paiva, Communist Denuty for Ia Convencion, then in Gusco, attend. 
Gorritti teleshone! Paiva in Cuaco to be sure to be in Lira the day before, the vote 
and Paiva roturne” to lina on 21 July, via Paucett Flight Mo. 50. 


On 26 July Paiva venorted to the Party that a group of the Inieventont derutics, 
ineludine the four Gorrurists, had sent an ultimitun to the Gelula Paria 
nentaria, Aprista, exniring at 6:30 p.m, 26 July, in which they arreed to 
attend Conrress on the condition that the lesa Direetiva of the Chamber of 
Deouties be entirely composed of "indenendientes". Paiva state! that the 
Apristas had accented all their other terns, but, as was exnected, there vas 

no accontance of this condition. 


4% the height of the erisis, an immortant neetineg vas held at the house of 
Custavoe Gorritti, Jiron Tomas Guido, during the afternoon and evening of 27 
Fily. This neeting incluicd Jorre del Prado, Seerctary General of the FOP, as 
WOLL as the Comnmist and other Independent doputies, and a manifesto stating 
their vosition was drawn uo and signed by the four Comumist deouties., The 
nanifesto was forwarded to the Lina press the following day, but no newpaper 
accepted it for publication. 


It was brought oub at this meobincg that a group of the Indepenients, in return 
for Comruaist support on the congressional issue, had arreed to support in 
Concress several points to be atveeated by the Com-unists; nanely, a rerieval 
of divlomatic relations with the USSR, brea'cing relations with Frenco Suain, 
and censure of the Government for sending a Peruvien Ambassador te Sain in 
the face of the recommendations of the United “ations. 


XIV hina Donortmental Conrress 
the XIV Lina Denartmental Conrress, oritinally ealled fer 1 Aurust 1945, vas 
4 


later set for 15 Aupuct to enrdle lelerates to attend the TTT ootional 
Sonrress. irre "iately afteruard. 
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SEL Uotionsl Conrross of the PCP 
In necordance vith the decision of the VIT Plenary Session of the Jertral 
Committee to hold the IIT National Congress of the Party in doa on 22 Aun use, 
alas were nace to roveive and house the delerntes an? to find a oitable 
meetin place for the week the eourress was emmected to last. About fifty 
“olocates vere exmected fron throughout the Rowilic, an? it vas honed that 
the majority covld be lodre’ with Party members and frion ts to avoid the 
exense of hotel accormodetions. 


Tyo mectine places wore also beinc : sourit, firet a theatre or rovie house to 
hold the inaururel session of the conrross, and, second, a seitable nlace, 
nesessarily larrer than Party heaterarters, to hold the Jailer sessions, 


On 23 duly a nemorandum was sant to the Prefecture of the Denertmont of Lima, 
over the signature of the Seeretery Genoral, requesting nernission to hold 
the conrress. 


On 25 July a tyneuritten letter was sont by Diero Farias G. » ocerctary of 
Ore ieee ization, to ail Party organizations, announcing vlans for the congress 2 
bases for the selection of delerztes, ete. 


The Political Commission of the POP held a snecial neeting on 23 July to take 
measures in view of the fset that within the Department of Lina the larrest 
croup of mevbers ~ledping themselves to Luna was renorted to be in Tharal, 
Ghancay, a and Uuache, The Political Comission nut into action a resolu tion 
whieh stated thet the exinaiom of slander in which the Inna ¢ crown vas indul cing 
should be foupht everywhere 14 was diseovercd, It vas therefore arreod that 
Jose Tarcos and Julian Huansy should po te Muaral » Chancay, and Nuacho the 
following day, 24, July, to hold conferonces with nenbers ia those vleses and 

to explain to then the basic reasons underlying the exoulsion of Lona ond his 
folloverse, 


etaceion U-iversitaria 
The ‘ivision in the Purty betweon tho omthodox frou and the associates 
dua P, muna reaches down into the University student ormminntion, where 
has made a snectacular "enteh" in persundine Jose Carlos lariaterui Ghianne 
the son of the founder of the Peruvian Corrunist Party, to achere to hi 


ite 
3 
oS 
o 
i] 
Q sh 
ce 


To combat this trend, the omthodox Fraecion Universitaria aallc 
reeting on 15 duly, at which time they drew uo and issued 2 bulletin | ac 
for the Comite Reorreniaader de la aeeney Gommista Universitaria by four 
University students, the bulletin reviews Luna's atternts to ee it the Fraceion 
Universitaria and reitorates thoir ieeanata to combat this, Prots ‘vite 
attenpy to sov confusion and destroy the true Party. There are no further 
reports concerning the prorress of either crow aneng the University students. 


eat 


Lovenont of Prominent Communist Personalities 


During the carly nart of the pene nost v~rorinent Corrcunist Party firures 

were held in Lina by the mectings of ‘the VII Plenary Session of the Sontrol 
Committee of the FCP. 

On 21 July, Comuriist Denuty Juan Jacinto Paiva arrive’ in tira vie Faeucett 
fron Rey Juan Sarrio was exmecte” to arrive tefore 1 Aurust, returning fron 
his trip to the Devartments of the south and center. wherc he has visited 
Guseo, Puno, Uuaneavelica, Huaneayo, and Le Oroya. 


a 


_ 
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On 24. July, Jorge del Prado traveled to Ticlio to male a sneceh at the hewe 
quarters of the Sindieato de ‘ineros y -tmleados, and to con*er with Party 
nenbers of the syndicate. The ocension for the meeting was the first 
amiversary of the foundation of the Sindicato on 22 July. 


Also on 24, July, Carlos Arbelu iiranda left Lina at 7:00 by a bus of the 
Lmresas Transnortes Olano, traveling to tho north at the orcors of the Central 
Committesa, and ecarryinr instrietions Yor Party mombers in Chiclayo, Piura, 
Trujillo, Talara, and Cajarnarea. Te uns expected to be away for abowt tyo 
weeks, returning to Linn to untortele his new position in the Secretariat of 
Seonony. In Gajanarea, Arbulu une to atien’ the Devartnenial Conrress, held 
the early »art of Aurmst. Te had been instructe’? to infiuenes the delepates - 
to the conrress te nane anti~Lona delerates to the IiI National Sourress. He 
wis to de the sane in other places visited in the north. 


Juan Lonez,'a menber of the Central Comittee, loft eorly in the morning of 2: 
duly for Ticlio, for a neeting with Fabian Eseudero regarding the naninr of 
Celepntos te the Donartnental Conrress, He returne” 30 July anc left irmedie 
ately for Chincha for the sane mUrbOse. = 


Sorrespondence and Contocts with Tovelm Conrumist mlonents 


pee reerts aah Cae 


a. Ghannets 


SRO PEETURC ESL aN Naina aa 


1. Corresnonionee has ar-ived in July at POP headauarters fron the 
Communist Parties of Mexico ani Venezuela, adérossed to Slices 
Careia, Seerctario Sindical Maci-nal of the POP. Party officials 


Nose 2923, held in the nane of Julian Huanay, and 1043, held in the 
nane of Rose. Turwite,. 


tr 
> 
- 
is 
oO 


channol from Chile via Arica still appears to be oven, A 
ether was received in J-ly fron Dr. Guillerna Caceres in Artea 
rorrotting his inobility to athend the TIT National Gonrress of 

the Party. This Letter wns roportedly carrie? fron Aviea, Chile, 
to Tacna, Peru, by a true: driver or chauffeur bound for lvequipa, 
where the correspondence was forvarded by Chavez Bedoya bry ordinary 
mail. This routing is supmosedly Jesipned to avold Peruyinn 
controls in Taena, where the Commmistes believe an efficient 
Goverment censorship has been astiblished, 


tak 


b. Foterscion Sindica). jundio? 

iL. The POP received during July a communmieation fron the feveracion 
sindieal tan Mal, announcing a series of mectines to bo held this 
year wder the auspices of the FSM. It is said that the neetings 
will be attended by non-Cormunists, as vel] ac by Gormunist leaders, 
She List is as follows: 


Gongreso de la Juventud Obrero ~ 1 jumst 148, Jarsaw, 
Poland, (actual date: 8 to 15 Lucust 1948), 

Congreso de Intelectunles del Limde — 2022 iugust LOLs, 
(Jarsaw?), (actual date : 25 to 23 Aurust 1948). 


Congreso de Juventudes Democratiess « 22 Octeher 1949, Toland. 


Congreso Pro=Pa3 de la America Leuing « date and vlace as yes 
unietermined, 


Gongrese de Obreros Petroleros = 20=26 Sercveher 14, 
Tamsieo, Mexico, 
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Conrreso. de la Pederacion Sinlioal Diwrlial « Sovte- bore 
December 1945, Paris, Franee, ’ 7 


= eae 
Youpreso do las foventwies Domosraticas del Sur = lnrust 
zd nine ie : ie OL. = Lay eta Ge, 
senteber 148, Montovicteo, Teucuay. , 


mene, 
G. Goninforn 


dl. A eo: tamiention fron the Gominfor: vac rocehve? ob Party head 
quarcers curing the carly days of Taly, setting forth ti we 
of “uroslayia. Th Pray yy i 9 cing the VIL 
esas Lavia. ne corr ication arrived chvinge the VII 
ral Session of the Central Cormittee 9 Wiich orommtly drew un 

oS : 4 s $ - cies ete ; 

ae oun Declox ation on Yugoslavia", date? 5 Jul- 1948, sunport ing 
the action of the Garvinforn, | sa 


2. This Large ti y i 
. R ' Declaration, atone with those of sixtecn other Cormunist 
Parties throughout the worl]. hae been mineos hac 
ie : Be, NAS been minecorranher by the editors 
= sahoe anc: place:. on sale at Party headquarters an? at the 
q ” AP pe t ae ’ ay, . a . : A Z 2 
7 boo-rstore. The mimcorranhed namshlet is cate: 16 July 1948, 


d. Spain 
1. 


arnesto Rojas received & communleation from Dolores Tberruri (La 
Vasionaria) reminding him that Aucust 1942 is the Tonth Anni - 

of the Proclanotion of “ational Union race by the Scanish Towa. 
nivt Party of Snein, and asttine thet the date be nroperly oheae d 
by the Commuist Party of Peru. As o result, Rojas has: nls.ced. = 
oo sale at the Party boostore a pammhiet entitled "Jose 7 
a7, ejemlo de diripente obrero ¥ pomilar de la enoca Steliniwna." 
uritten by Vietorio Codovilla of the Arrentina Gor-unist Forty, = 
and mrinted by D.I.A.P., Moneta 702, Gontiapo, cate 14. 


% 7 . 2 : 

Qo phe conrunion tion fron La Pasioraria was received by Rojas ab tie 
arty bookstore, “epreiros, 563, but 2% is not ‘moun by what 
route it arrived, j | 


Pe See erst 


a. Unite? States — 


1. A Letter vas also received by the PCP from the Sormunisth “arty of 
the United States, simed in the rarrin by Willian 2, Foster ois 
President, and Ducene V. Dennis, Seerctary Génoral an anted law 
York 10 July 1943. It is not ‘mown whether this etter cantatas 
the "Sixepoint Procran for the American Teonle in the Slectoral, 
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verinaign," which vas nublished in Labor on 26 my LOLS 
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